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tenure as professor and journalist,
John Donoghue worked through his as-
sociation with the New England Press
Association and Vermont Press Asso-
ciation to improve professionalism
within the industry, and fought for the
public’s right to know. He was a trail-
blazer among journalists from my
home state, and his legacy continues in
Vermont, across the United States, and
in the foreign press, through his stu-
dents who have successfully pursued
journalism careers.

Michael Donoghue has served
Vermonters for three decades as a jour-
nalist at the Burlington Free Press,
and in the tradition of his father,
teaches journalism at St. Michael’s
College. During Mike’s tenure at the
Free Press, he has been at the center of
efforts to improve reporters’ access to
information, thus increasing
Vermonters’ access to their govern-
ment. Mike helped lead the effort to
allow cameras into Vermont courts,
was a leader in efforts to improve the
Vermont Public Records Law, has suc-
cessfully fought to keep court records
open, and recently was one of four
Americans invited to Ireland to make
presentations on Freedom of Informa-
tion after that country adopted such a
law. He is a past President of the
Vermont Press Association, and active
in several national journalism organi-
zations. At the Burlington Free Press,
he has proven to be among Vermont’s
most versatile reporters, covering ev-
erything from sports to politics to the
court beat with expertise.

In honor of this outstanding father
and son duo, I ask that the article
Dedication Runs in the Family for
Donoghues, from the Saturday, Feb-
ruary 12, issue of the New England
Press Association Daily News, be print-
ed in the RECORD.

[From the NEPA Daily News, Feb. 12, 2000]
DEDICATION RUNS IN THE FAMILY FOR

DONOGHUES

(By Jaclyn Tammaro)
They have always said ‘‘like father like

son,’’ and NEPA board member Mike
Donoghue and his late father, John D.
Donoghue, are a perfect example.

Both were honored by NEPA last night for
their strong commitment and contributions
to community journalism.

Mike Donoghue, who lives in Vermont, has
written for the Burlington Free Press for 30
years, covering a variety of news. Recently,
he began specializing in sports reporting.

In what Donoghue calls his ‘‘spare time,’’
he teaches journalism classes at St. Mi-
chael’s College in Vermont. In 10 of the 15
years he has taught there, he has been a co-
adviser to the award-winning student news-
paper, The Defender.

Aside from his work with NEPA, the Bur-
lington Free Press and St. Michael’s College,
Donoghue has also served as an officer of the
Vermont Press Association for 20 years,
mainly pressing the issue of camera use in
Vermont’s courtrooms.

The last 13 years, he has taken the position
of volunteer executive director. In this seat,
he ran meetings and dealt with newspaper
comments.

‘‘I’ve tried to improve professionalism in
Vermont and move it to the rest of New Eng-
land’’ Donoghue said.

On a national level, Donoghue is state
chairman of Project Sunshine, a society for
professional journalists. As chairman, he has
testified for the release of public records and
has tried to improve various laws.

His job as journalism educator at St. Mi-
chael’s College has allowed him to become a
member of the Journalism Education Com-
mittee.

A member of NEPA since 1996, Donoghue
has served as chairman of the Publications
Committee, and has chaired the legislative
and membership services committees.

‘‘NEPA is a vital organization,’’ he said.
‘‘Approximately 1,500 people come to Boston
each winter to hear topnotch speakers and to
see the best work in six neighboring states
being honored. The convention is a tribute to
the organization and a highlight of New Eng-
land journalism each year.’’

Donoghue said he is strongly motivated by
his wife, Ann Marie. ‘‘If it wasn’t for her, I
wouldn’t be doing this,’’ he said.

Donoghue shared some memories about the
contributions of his father, John D.
Donoghue. A former NEPA board member,
John Donoghue was an arts and entertain-
ment critic for the Burlington Free Press for
35 years. He also worked as an editor for the
Vermont Catholic Tribune for four years, be-
fore retiring.

Involved in journalism education like his
son, John Donoghue served as the first chair-
man of journalism at St. Michael’s College.

Both father and son have shown a strong
dedication to the field of journalism and
their contributions have been recognized by
NEPA’s Hall of Fame.∑

f

ANNIVERSARY OF JONESBORO
TRAGEDY

∑ Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. President, to-
morrow, March 24, is the 2-year anni-
versary of the day on which Natalie
Brooks, Paige Ann Herring, Stephanie
Johnson, Brittheny Varner, and Shan-
non Wright were the victims of sense-
less violence at the Westside Middle
School in Jonesboro, AR. Today, I rise
simply to offer my condolences to their
families and friends and to the other
victims of that tragedy. They are, and
will continue to be, in my thoughts and
prayers.∑

f

COMMEMORATION OF GREEK
INDEPENDENCE

∑ Mr. REED. Mr. President, I am hon-
ored to rise today to acknowledge and
celebrate the 179th anniversary of
Greek Independence. On March 25, 1821,
courageous Greeks, poorly armed but
imbued with an ancient calling for de-
mocracy, initiated a revolution that
would successfully end 400 years of op-
pression by the Ottoman Empire. I am
proud to join my distinguished col-
leagues as a cosponsor of Senator SPEC-
TER’s Senate Resolution 251 which des-
ignates Saturday ‘‘Greek Independence
Day: A National Day of Celebration of
Greek and American Democracy.’’

The achievements of Greek civiliza-
tion in art, architecture, science, phi-
losophy, mathematics, and literature
became legacies for succeeding genera-
tions living around the world. But it
was the idea of democracy, born in
Athens over two thousand five hundred
years ago, that signaled the beginning

of a lasting revolution to which we as
Americans are eternally grateful.

As citizens of the United States, we
are proud to recognize the contribu-
tions of Greek culture in the creation
of our great nation. The Founding Fa-
thers, deeply inspired and influenced
by Hellenic ideals, developed our rep-
resentative democracy from the exam-
ple of the ancient Greeks. As U.S. de-
mocracy flourished, its principles in-
spired citizens in other nations, spark-
ing revolutions across time and space,
from France in 1789 to Portugal in 1974.

As vital as the culture of ancient
Greece was to the formation of our na-
tion, modern Greek culture continues
to enrich our society today. I can
speak firsthand of the significant con-
tributions that Greek-Americans make
in my home state of Rhode Island.
They serve our communities in many
professions and continue to contribute
to the state through their hard work
and active citizenship.

Greece’s commitment to democracy
has been essential in fostering stability
and supporting the ideals of freedom
and equality among its neighbors in
the Balkans and in the Mediterranean
region. Today, the United States sup-
ports Greece in its call for fellowship
and peace in the Balkan peninsula and
on the divided island of Cyprus. I ap-
plaud the Greek people for their com-
mitment to the protection of demo-
cratic principles in these regions.

Therefore, on the day marking the
179th anniversary of the revolution for
independence, I congratulate all
Greeks and Greek-Americans and ex-
press my appreciation for their con-
tributions and those of their ances-
tors.∑

f

IN RECOGNITION OF TC DRAYTON

∑ Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, I
take this opportunity to recognize one
of Charleston, South Carolina’s finest
and feistiest community activists,
Thelma ‘‘TC’’ Drayton. People who
have known my friend TC over the
years will tell you that nothing, and I
mean nothing, stands in her way in
spurring the East Side community to
action. Thanks in large part to TC’s
hurricane-force commitment, the at-
risk neighborhood where she has lived
for 53 years is cleaner, safer and more
in control of its destiny. Last week,
the community acknowledged her
many contributions when Agape Min-
istries established the TC Drayton
Award for volunteerism to be presented
each year.

Volunteers in search of encourage-
ment during tough times need look no
further than TC’s example. Like
Charleston’s East Side, which devel-
opers have begun to acquire an appe-
tite for, TC Drayton is up against a for-
midable foe these days. She is fighting
her battle against lung cancer with
characteristic force and optimism. She
hopes to retire from her job as commu-
nity liaison with the city of Charleston
and devote more time to volunteer
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